
The MPC at A Glance

It was the year 1984, no no, not that year of George Orwell; it was the year the late Theodore J. Solomon had this 
wonderful idea which successfully came to life and we continuously do our best to honor and carry on. 

Ted, a successful businessman and a well known icon in Charlotte, met with his friend the late Mike Shaheen, a 
successful contractor and builder, and expressed his concerns for the many displaced people and orphans from 
the old country, a sad situation created by the raging civil war. He asked if Mike could help him form a Lebanese 
Club in Charlotte to raise funds for the charities and orphanages in the Middle East. He wanted this organization 
to be purely non-political and totally blind to religions.  Ted put in $500 to get the organization started.  

Mike took this challenge to heart and got the project rolling with the help from his good friends Ed Toubel, Walid 
Maalouf, and Frank Mack, all well-established and known personalities in the community.   It took three years of their hard work and dedica-
tion and in April 1987, the Club which Ted had named “The Metrolina Phoenician Club” (MPC), was registered as a non-profit organization 
with the following Statement of Purpose:

• To serve as a social organization for Lebanese and American Lebanese
• To preserve the Lebanese heritage and traditions
• To promote and support humanitarian efforts in Lebanon and USA

In that first year and under the first President Walid Maalouf, the MPC had around 100 members.   During the first three years, with the help 
of many dedicated Syrian-Lebanese people, the club successfully raised $60,000, which was sent to aid the poor and the orphanages in 
Lebanon.  They invited Danny Thomas, the Founder of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, to Charlotte for one of their fundraising Haffleh’s.  
Danny spent a whole weekend with them entertaining the crowds and was a great help to the fundraising efforts. The MPC became very 
close to Danny, who was the founder of American Lebanese Syrian Associated Charities, and was the son of Lebanese immigrants himself. 

There is not enough room in this book to mention all the people who supported the MPC through the years and kept it alive and thriving. 
We will forever be grateful and never forget all those who have passed on as well as those who are still with us and working hard for the 
success of the Club.  The MPC has since become one of the leading social and cultural clubs in the community and membership has grown 
to include many friends of Lebanese who share and support our common objectives as well as the various activities provided by the club.

Many activities are organized by the MPC throughout each year to promote camaraderie among members. These annual events include the 
Spring Picnic with homemade falafel sandwiches; Game Night, which included pizza, backgammon, bingo and trivia; the Iftar Dinner during 
the month of Ramadan; Dutch Treat outings and the Annual Christmas Party/General Assembly when Santa comes by with loads of toys for 
the children.  Last, but not least, and by far the most popular event, is our annual Haffleh, which attracts a crowd of 300 or more each year.  The 
Annual Haffleh is also our main fundraiser to support charitable organizations both here in the USA and in Lebanon.  American and Traditional 
Lebanese food are served at these gatherings while Arabic and international music and dancing is enjoyed by everyone, young and old.

As encouragement and support to our high school graduates going to college, the MPC started a scholarship in 2007.  Scholarship funds are 
generously donated by MPC members and awarded to several students each year.  Our college freshmen also benefit from the SFSLAC Schol-
arship Program, which the MPC is a proud supporter of.  These scholarships have helped build a community and civic culture that will stay 
with our youths into their future. 

Sharing the same values and purposes with the SFSLAC, the MPC became an SFSLAC affiliate in 1991.  Several MPC members have since 
frequently attended SFSLAC conventions and made many friends.  In 2017, we were honored to be asked to host the 2019 Summer Conven-
tion.  Though reluctant at first, the MPC Board started warming up to the idea and became enthusiastic and energized by the strong support 
and encouragement of the SFSLAC Board, especially by our dear friends, the “insisting and wonderful” Mike Shikany and Betsy Bosby Hines 
who have been such great help.  Once up to the challenge, we then decided that the board of 2018 would serve for 2 years in order to 
smoothly prepare for this Convention.  We have put our hearts and souls into making sure that y’all have a lot of fun and everybody has the 
best time in our beautiful Queen City.  

So, here we are, Ahlan wa Sahlan to Charlotte!!!!

Tony G. Bikhazi
Metrolina Phoenician Club Board Member
2019 Southern Federation of Syrian Lebanese American Convention Committee Chair
North Carolina State Vice President of the Southern Federation of Syrian Lebanese American Clubs

SFSLAC SUMMER CONVENTION CHARLOTTE, NC | July 4-7, 2019 

11


